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Before there was

IKEA there was ...
ABBA! From left,

Seth Benkunsky, Kris
Farhood, Amy Jacques-
Jones and Hal Dubiel.

Photo by Anne Stokes

Thank You For The Music

Summer concert marks a new direction for time-honored choral group

by Amanda Caraway

hen the Sacramento Men’s Cho-
rus premiered in 1984, its name
wasn'’t even out yet.

“When we first started we didn’t want to seem po-
litical and some members were not out yet,” says
Frank Lawler, the current vice president and one
of the founding members. “Eventually we changed
our name, and now we are ambassadors working
to bridge two communities with our music.”

Today, the Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus has
grown into a true brotherhood with more than 70
members. But the chorus is more than just a musi-
cal group — it is a safe haven for young men who
are struggling to fit in. Members can find a solid
support system, and no one is eliminated based on
skill. Placement auditions begin in the fall.

“l know we have parents of struggling gay kids in
the audience,” Lawler says. “I think it helps to see
successful and happy gay men standing on stage.
Perhaps it gives them hope that we don’t need

to hide in the shadows like so many of us did for
years.”
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Corey Hubert, who joined in 2009, says the chorus
is like a second family to him. “I think we foster a
lot of goodwill in the community and challenge the
stigma of what it means to be gay.”

“I feel like we are helping open
people’s hearts to be more accepting
and celebrate diversity.”

Frank Lawler,
Sacramento Gay Men'’s Chorus vice president

Throughout the years, the chorus has sung at
many prestigious events including Sacramento
Kings games and the opening of the remodeled
Crocker Art Museum. Members volunteer to sing
at senior homes and assisted living facilities and
regularly engage in fundraising for local charities.

This summer the chorus will perform its biggest
concert ever, ExtrABBAganza, directed by new ar-
tistic director Steven Johnson. The show will be at
8 p.m. June 7 and 8 at the Crest Theatre. Johnson

has big plans for next season, too, which will be
the 30th anniversary of the chorus.

“My goal is to take the chorus to the next level
artistically so we can stand shoulder to shoulder
with well-known gay men’s choruses like San
Francisco and Seattle,” Johnson says. “I know
they have the potential because these guys have
a better connection to the artistry than any other
group that | work with.”

Lawler also feels that the chorus has a strong
purpose to help facilitate positive change in the
community. He sees it as a resource for newcom-
ers to Sacramento and a place where young men
can feel safe after coming out.

“I love to look out and see audience members be-
ing moved by our music,” Lawler says. “| feel like
we are helping open people’s hearts to be more
accepting and celebrate diversity.”

Johnson agrees, “Music can inspire the souls of
humanity.”
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In a limitless world, can your
company afford to be limited
to just the “Grid”?

Pride Media, as a multichannel marketing firm, allows your message to reach beyond the traditional
neighborhood boundaries through the use of radio, print, digital & social media.

SacPride News, strategically placed as an insert inside the Sacramento News & Review, has an
immediate ditribution of 80,000 papers. For those of us who like the numbers, there is a 94%
pickup rate and a 304,000 hand-off rate.

SacPride Live, through a strategic partnership with Clear Channel on Talk 650 KSTE, is currently
Sacramento’s only LIVE radio show from a LGBTQ perspective. Our local broadcast signal extends
over five counties, and through the use of technology, extends
worldwide by live simulcast on iHeartRadio.

Just like our ever-expanding acronym (LGBTQQIAAP2S), our community is not limited to just

Lavender Heights and the “Grid” Let us help you be inclusive of the rest of our community.

pride pride pride

slive  News Events

(916) 498-1600 Pride Media proud Member of

PrideMedia.net 1122 Del Paso Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95815
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THERE'S A REASON TO BE PROUD AT SACRAMENTO PRIDE 2013.

Pride is a festival that celebrates LGBTQ culture and strides made in society
— nationally and locally. Originally created 29 years ago to commemorate the
1969 Stonewall Riots of New York, the festival aims to bring LGBTQ community
members out of the shadows and onto the streets of the state capital. Pride is
produced by the Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center and supports the Center’s
efforts to provide services, including HIV/AIDS prevention and peer counseling.
Pride includes a free parade and a festival featuring food vendors, dance pavil-
ions, a kids’ zone and live entertainment.

Saturday, June 15

When: 11 - 11:30 a.m.
Gost: Free

When: 11 am. to 5 p.m.

Where: capitol Mall near the Tower Bridge between 4th and 7th streets
(ost: 10, children under 5 free

Tickets: www.sacramentopride.org

There are still many opportunites to help with this year’s
Pride. For more information or to fill out an application,
go to sacramentopride.org/volunteer or scan the QR code

with your smartphone!

APPEARING THIS YEAR:

Kevin Mikal

Gay Dance Pop
Sensation

Frenchie Davis
Finalist from The VOICE
and American Idol,
Broadway star and
Grammy nominee

Shangela
RuPaul’s Drag Race
Star Season 3
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ENTRANCE

10 Street

6% Street
7t Street

apitol Mall / Festival Area ENTRANCE

ENTRANCE

RuPaul’s Drag Race Star Singer, Songwriter

Season 2
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GHS keeping you protected
Even when you are out here!

Visit us at Sacramento Pride Ask for: Ben Phillips
(916) 812-6388

= ——— ETQ\\) » 1#— |
Control your entire PR m“ﬁ pe idli BPhillips@GHSSecurity.com
home, all through $'| 00 Visa Gift Card* 2081 Arena Blvd #260
our Cell hone! . Sacramento, CA 95834
y p use COde. SNRPRIDE CA Licenses: ACO7267, 104366

If you miss us at PRIDE, our encore will be here:

2 ‘ nnual PmudMebef the
PRIDEIn Busmess Expo sy

*Offer only valid through Ben Phillips, Marketing Manager - bphillips(@ghssecurity.com and (916) 812-6388.
Issued within 45-days afler completed installation of a GHS Interactive Security residential or commercial monitored alarm system.
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2019 21st Street
Sacramento, Ca
95818

VYIZCAYA

916.594.9285

vizcayasacramento.com

| R

VIZCAYA IS A TRUE FULL-SERVICE VENUE, PROVIDING DETAILED
EVENT ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE BEGINNING PLANNING STAGES,

DETAILING, AND EVENT EXECUTION

EVENTCALENDAR =

ExtrABBAganza

Join Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus at the Crest Theatre in downtown
Sacramento on June 7 and 8 for an ABBAsolutely wild night, featuring
songs from the '70s chart-topping group ABBA. Take a trip back to the
days of disco (for those who survived it) or experience the magic for

the first time (for those born since). There will be singing, dancing and
costumes sure to entertain all. This show will be like no other presented
in the 28-year history of the Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus. Buy your
tickets now in person at the Crest box office, from a chorus member, at

Sacramento’s Newest Live Radio

show from an LGBTQ" perspective.

SdacC

pride

Y

L )
Saturday nights Live at 10 pm

(following the Rivercats game)

: Talk 650
NEC  KSTE

*LGBTQQIAAP2S

ﬁ /SacPridelLive
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The Gifted Gardner, or online at www.tickets.com.

Les Miserables

Cameron Mackintosh presents a brand
new 25th anniversary production of
Boublil & Schonberg’s legendary musi-
cal, Les Miserables.
May 29-June 9, $24-$91,
Sacramento Community
Center Theater, 1301 L St.,
Sacramento. (916) 808-5181.
www.tickets.com

Sierra Stampede Rodeo
and Festival

Sacramento’s Capital Crossroads Gay

Rodeo Association is hosting the Sierra

Stampede Rodeo and Festival in Rio

Linda over three days. Family friendly.
June 7-9, Rio Linda Central
Park Horse Arena, 848 Elkhorn
Blvd., Rio Linda

Art/Pride Mix

Art Mix helps kick off Sacramento Pride
weekend with fabulous entertainment
for the whole community. Note: Art Mix
is designed with adults in mind.
Th, June 13, 5-9 p.m. See web-
site for costs. Crocker Art

Museum, 216 O St., Sacramento.

(916) 808-7000.
www.crockerartmusuem.org

Art On the Edge

Gender Health Center is hosting Art

On the Edge as a part of Pride week
festivities. Art On the Edge is a radically
inclusive celebration of sexual and
gender nonconformity. There will be an
art walk starting at 5 p.m. at the State
Capitol Building and live performances
begin at 7 p.m. featuring our own Jovi
Radtke performing poetry along with
other live acts.

Fr, June 14, 5-10 p.m. Free
event. California State Capitol

- west steps, 1315 10th St.,
Sacramento.
www.thegenderhealthcenter.org

Sacramento Pride

Sacramento Pride consists of a parade
and festival. The free parade starts at
11 a.m.; the festival is $10 per person
and is located on Capitol Mall near the
Tower Bridge, between 4th and 7th
streets. Sacramento’s annual Pride event
is always the year’s best show-and-tell
of good fun, great entertainment, and
colorful memories. You don't want to
miss this!
Sa, June 15, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Free event. Capitol Mall Greens,
1300 7th St., Sacramento.
(916) 307-5103.
www.sacramentopride.org

To have your event considered for the community calendar, please email event details and
contact information to calendar@sacpridemedia.com.
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Scrub Club
“Family” Plan*

Add an additional
vehicle to any of our
subscription plans for

only $39.99 a month.

All plans include:
Unlimited Full Service Washes
Seven days a week service

2 convenient Locations

5431 Folsom Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95819

1731 Broadway

Free
Clay Bar &
Hand Wax*

Prepay any subscription

plan for 6 months

| | @sacPrideLive

Sacramento, CA 95818
ScrubBoys.com

*Prices and terms subject to change without notice.
Prices valid through June 30, 2013

and receive
a free hand wax job
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Let’s power our community.

At SMUD, we're proud to be your community-owned, not-for-profit electric

service for over 65 years. We are that reliable neighbor you can count on to
do the right thing, today and tomorrow. We're always ready to partner
with our customers and community to develop thoughtful energy solutions

that benefit our region.

Learn more about our programs and services at smud.org

Powering forward. Together. S M U D
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