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K NOW YOUR R IGH T S
WHEN ICE COMES KNOCKING

BE PREPA RED

ICE is searching for and detaining a growing number of 
people all across California, especially in sanctuary cities. It 
is more important than ever to know your rights, no matter 
your immigration status.

If you are an immigrant, it is possible that at some point ICE 
may approach you. Knowing the right things to do in these 
moments may stop ICE from detaining you and help you 
from being deported — keeping you with your family.

Know your rights, keep calm, have an attorney to call 
and make a family plan. If you need more help or have 
questions, contact community organizations you trust. To 
find help near you:

VISIT: ____________________________________________

CALL: ____________________________________________

Knowing what to do now may help you be freed later. 

The contents of this publication are intended as general guidance and not as 
legal advice. For information and counsel about your own situation please 
contact an attorney.

If you are detained, you 
will need help for you 
and your family. Make a 
plan NOW so the process 
goes easier with less 
stress for all involved.

haVe the name of a 
trustWorthy attorney

orGanIZe documents arranGe chIld care start saVInG money

appoInt an
emerGency contact
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stay sIlent don’t lIe
(don’t say you’re a u.s. cItIZen If you 

aren’t or shoW false documents)

don’t runasK If you are 
free to Go

“CAN I GO?”

shoW your 
red card

IN  T HE S T REE T

Be careful! Ice aGents may try to... asK personal questIons Wear JacKets that say “polIce” Be frIendly or IntImIdatInG

“CAN I GO?”

?

?
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Keep your 
famIly InsIde

don’t open
the door

don’t sIGn 
anythInG

shoW your 
red card

stay sIlent don’t lIe
(don’t say you’re a u.s. 
cItIZen If you aren’t or 
shoW false documents)

AT HOME

Remember to 
use your red 

card — show it 
at the window 
or slip it under 

the door.

Remember 
to keep your 
family out of 

sight.

NEVER OPEN THE DOOR!
If ICE agents force their way into 

your home, tell them you do 
not consent to their entry or a 
search and then remain silent. 

Be careful! Ice aGents may try to... use mIsleadInG Warrants say they’re polIce or neIGhBors lIe to Get you to come outsIde

“I DO NOT 
CONSENT 
TO YOUR 
ENTRY”
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don’t sIGn
anythInG

don’t run don’t lIe
(don’t say you’re a u.s. cItIZen If you 

aren’t or shoW false documents)

stay sIlent asK If you are 
free to Go

“CAN I GO?”

shoW your 
red card

AT WORK

orGanIZe you Into Groups Based on status use mIsleadInG documentsBe careful! Ice aGents may try to...

?

don’t Group
By status
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stay sIlent call your
attorney

don’t sIGn
anythInG

refuse an Ice 
InterVIeW

?

IN  JA IL

Don’t speak 
to ICE or sign 
anything

Have an
attorney and 
only talk to 

your attorney, 
especially 
about your

immigration 
status

Be careful! Ice aGents may try to... pose as polIce tell you you’ll Be released If you talK



A LWAYS REMEMBER . . .

• stay silent
• use your red card
• don’t sign anything
• don’t run

• stay calm
• enact your family 

plan right away

BE CA REFUL!  ICE  M AY T RY T O. . .

• Be friendly or intimidating to get information
• pretend to be police
• lie to you
• use misleading documents or warrants

th Is  person Is  eXercIs InG  the Ir 
const Itut Ional  r IGhts  and:

• Invokes their right to remain 
silent (under the 5th amendment)

• Chooses not to speak with you, 
answer any questions, sign or 
hand over any documents

• Does not give you permission 
to enter their home without a 
warrant that has their name 
and has been signed by a judge 
or magistrate (under the 4th 
amendment)

• Does not give you permission 
to search themeselves or their 
belongings (under the 4th 
amendment)
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I f  deta ined, th is  person 
requests  to  contact the ir 
attorney  immediately
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CALL FOR HELP


