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Inspire School of Arts & Sciences is a tuition-free, college-
prep public high school that offers a nurturing environment. 
It encourages connections with students, teachers, staff and 

our community. In fact, we invite you to join us in celebrating 
our 10th year since opening the doors in 2010. 

The school began with a commitment to ensuring students 
are at the center of our school. Inspire continues to be a place 
where curiosity is the norm, risks are encouraged, 
creativity is valued, leadership is fostered and 
learning is supported. 

How is this possible? Here is what 
we believe:

We believe that high school is 
a time of incredible growth 
and development. 

This is a crucial developmental 
time for students to contribute to 
something they want to be a part 
of. Inspire offers students a wide 
variety of classes, programs and 
clubs to explore and join.

We believe that the arts and 
sciences are both needed to 
adequately prepare students for  
21st-century demands. 

Colleges and employers want students who can work 
collaboratively, use data to make decisions and be ready to 
think outside the box. At Inspire, we teach these skills that 
directly translate to success after high school.

We believe that Inspire’s unique rotating block 
schedule allows students to take more than just the 
classes required for graduation. 

Students can simultaneously take classes preparing them 
for college entrance, career preparation, personal exploration 

and more! There are dozens of elective choices in fine arts, 
performing arts, science and engineering, as well as 10 
Advanced Placement courses. The schedule also allows 
students to enroll in the High School Scholars program at Cal 
State University, Chico.

We believe that school size is important. 
Schools are successful when operated on a “human 

scale.” Inspire is designed for 480 students and 
every student is enrolled in the advisory 

program. Starting freshman year, this 
comprehensive program provides 

students an opportunity to access 
support and connect with their peers 
through graduation and beyond.

Above all, we are grateful to 
the families throughout Butte, 
Glenn and Tehama counties that 
have chosen Inspire. We are proud 
of our nearly 650 alumni who tell 

us Inspire prepared them well for 
life after high school. 

Finally, we invite you to join us at 
Inspire and discover ways to contribute 

to our mission and support our talented 
staff and students. Please call (530) 891-3090 

to reserve your spot on our next campus tour.

A Teacher’s View
“Teaching is much more than just a job. It 
requires a substantial investment of time, 
energy, passion, patience, resistance to 
frustration, and commitment — but the 
rewards, though intermittent, are substantial. 
You have an impact on lives for good or 
otherwise. 

“I’ve worked at many schools, and no 
school has demanded such a deep devotion 
but returned such deep satisfaction as 
Inspire. At any school, you form wonderful 
relationships with students and fellow staff. 
This is amplified here. There is a great sense 
of being in it together and that what we do 
and how we do it matters. 

“Partly, it’s being a charter school 
with greater autonomy and thus greater 
responsibility. Partly, it’s a fabulous founding 
vision with staff and students committed to 
seeing that vision realized and even changing 
that vision when needed. Partly, it’s the 
reality that we’re a little different and we do 
things differently. Partly, it’s recognition that 
relationships and motivation are the keys to 
unlocking potential. Wholly, it’s wonderful 
people and a dedication to not just getting 
things done but getting them done right that 
makes us Inspire.”

Scott Gunderson
Science/Engineering 

Inspire’s Capital Campaign
Inspire School of Arts & Sciences 
will embark on a capital campaign 
in the 2019-20 school year to 
fund the construction of a new 
school campus.

The goal of the campaign is 
a 21st-century facility, capable 
of supporting the 21st-century 
learning that takes place every 
day at Inspire. The high school 

campus will support innovation, 
imagination and creativity for both 
students and the greater Chico 
community.

The new design will include a 
state-of-the-art theatre complex, 
industry-standard digital, 
media and recording studios, 
contemporary maker-spaces that 
enhance the intersection of art 

and science, and collaborative 
areas to ignite creativity and 
innovation.

A 21st-century campus will 
empower young people to bring 
their talents to the community and 
their ideas to the challenges we 
face in our nation and our world.

“Inspire 
continues to be a 

place where curiosity 
is the norm, risks are 

encouraged, creativity is 
valued, leadership is fostered 
and learning is supported.”

Principal Dan LaBar
Inspire School of Arts & 

Sciences

A Message from 
Inspire’s Principal

Dan LaBar
Principal

Inspire School of Arts & Sciences

ph
o

to
 c

ou
rt

es

y o
f In

spire School of Arts & Sciences

photo courtesy of  
Inspire School of Arts & Sciences

photo courtesy of Inspire 
School of Arts & Sciences



A Special Advertising Supplement   |        www.InspireChico.org    |   3

photo courtesy of Inspire School of Arts & Scien
ces

Ph
o

to
 C

ourt
es

y o
f E

mily Teague

Ph
o

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y o

f O
liv

ia Clark

What the Students Say 
Meet an alumnus, a recent grad and an incoming senior — all of whom are living their best lives

Inspire School of Arts & 
Sciences played a key role 

in the development of my character, 
confidence and creativity. My 
teachers were passionate role 
models I admired who truly cared for 

their students. They encouraged me 
to explore what I was interested in and 

were constantly providing their support. 
I loved that there were so many creative 

courses offered and the A / B schedule 
allowed for more of those courses to be options. 

After I graduated, I felt confident to set out into the world and pursue 
photography professionally, which I had started as a junior at Inspire. Since 
then, I’ve traveled and worked in 25 countries throughout North America, 
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, the Caribbean and West Africa. I’m now living 
and working out of Brooklyn, New York, as an editorial and commercial 
photographer. I balance my passion for creating stories in fashion with 
telling the stories of others through my work with non-profits and non-
governmental organizations. 

I reflect on my time at Inspire often and am so grateful for all that it 
provided me. I gained a fantastic education, beneficial life skills, friends, a 
community, teachers I stay in touch with, and memories I cherish.”

Emily Teague
ASB President, Class of 2014
age 23

Coming into this school, 
there is a very high bar set 

— an expectation — to welcome 
each other, not just as students 
but as a family. Now in my fourth 
year here, I’ve developed this 
family with students I’ve been going 
to school with, but also with the new 
students coming in. 

“I love all the teachers and staff. The 
classes are designed to challenge students, but 
we’re also able to receive all the help and support we 
need. Many teachers stay after-hours or open their classrooms on weekends.

“Inspire is also definitely the best of both worlds with the combination 
of arts and science. And the teachers appreciate the aspects of the art 
world, like having to miss classes for rehearsal or set-building days.

“I came to Inspire wanting to perform, but I learned there is so much 
more to theatre: the production team, backstage, design, choreography, 
directing. I also had the opportunity to appear in ‘The Addams Family’ and 
‘42nd Street,’ and I loved being on stage. So in the future, I would take any 
opportunity I can have to work in theatre.

“Inspire helps you ready yourself for any challenge and journey you’ll 
be going through after graduation — either to college or to work. And the 
teachers and counselors are dedicated to finding you the best opportunities.” 

Luciano Castaldo
Best Lead Actor Award, Rita Moreno California 
High School Musical Awards, Class of 2020
age 16

Inspire helped me grow as a 
person because there were so 

many electives I was able to take 
from freshmen year on — and I had 
the unique opportunity to focus on 
engineering and dance. 

“I was mainly a ballet dancer, but in 
the dance program, I was able to try out 
different styles and work with dancers I 
wouldn’t have met otherwise. The dance 
shows are also student-choreographed, 
which some of my best friends did, and 
I got to be part of their creation, which 
was really fun. 

“All the engineering classes are very 
hands-on. For example, sophomore year, 
there is a maze competition, where you 
work in groups of four or five, and design 
a robot to function without remote 
controls and the entire classroom 
becomes a maze. And in the STEM 
capstone project senior year, I worked 
with a partner and created an artificial 
environment to test the effects of 
added oxygen on insect size. We were 
able to run an engineering project and 
an actual science experiment. 

 

“A couple of weeks after graduation, I 
started my first major career internship 
as a structural engineering intern, 
and in the fall, I’m going to Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo as a civil engineering 
major. I want to design buildings and 
bridges and maybe work with Engineers 
Without Borders.” 

Olivia Clark
Valedictorian, Class of 2019
age 17
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