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CROSSING
  THE LINE
Crossline Community Church  
both challenges and supports 

Senior Pastor JP Jones 
helped found Crossline 
Community Church in 
Laguna Hills about 10 
years ago. Today, the 
church is a thriving 

community of passionate 
 believers who are free 

to be themselves.
PHOTO BY SAL OCHOA

b y  E v a n  T u c h i n s k y

SEPT. 28, 2004 
Senior Pastor JP Jones, Executive Pastor Greg 
Munck and Children’s Pastor Dean “Dean-o” 
Lies feel inspired to bring the power and 
energy of a men’s retreat to the weekly church 
experience. They meet at Taco Mesa in Ladera 
Ranch to discuss the possibility of starting a 
church.  

OCT. 4, 2004 
A small group of core people gather at the 
home of Greg and Sandy Sizemore to pray for 
God’s guidance in planting a new church. The 
name Crossline Community Church is born after 
Jones stretches out a rope at a men’s retreat, 
asking men in attendance to cross and make a 
commitment to God. 

NOV. 2004 
The core group begins meeting weekly at the 
Sizemore home for prayer and vision while 
developing the mission and values of Crossline. 
The first offerings start coming in and Dean-o 
Lies becomes the first full-time staff person. 

JAN. 1, 2005 
In a leap of faith, JP Jones and Greg Munck 
leave their jobs and officially begin working full 
time as staff to prepare for the church’s launch 
in February 2005. They only have enough money 
to cover a couple of months of operation. 

JAN. 21, 2005 
The entire budget for the first year of the 
church is raised in a single night at a private 
fundraising event. 

FEB. 14, 2010 
Crossline marks its five-year anniversary and 
its first Sunday service at a new permanent 
location, a 30-acre church campus in Laguna 
Hills that Crossline was invited to take over 
from the Lake Hills Community Church 
congregation. More than 1,500 attend. 

TODAY 
Crossline continues to grow and increase its 
outreach and influence in the community. 

Just over 10 years ago, while 
speaking at a Christian men’s 
retreat in the San Bernardino 

Mountains, Pastor JP Jones pulled 
out a piece of rope, challenging 
the attendees to “cross the line” 
and give their lives to Christ.

That metaphor — that moment 
— became the catalyst for the 
formation of Crossline Community 
Church. Located in Laguna Hills, 
Crossline is a no-fear, no-holds-
barred community of believers 
who are both friendly and fiercely 
passionate about God.

Church life here is about Jesus, 
not dogma. It’s about helping 
people become whole, healthy, 
strong. And it’s about meeting 
them — you — at any point along 
life’s spiritual journey.

Crossline’s motto is, “Love God, 
love people and have a blast!” It’s 
a place where you can be yourself 
and feel welcome no matter your 
age, life-stage or background. 

“The ‘feel factor’ is very 
significant to us,” says Pastor Jones, 
the church’s senior pastor. “When 
people come onto our campus, 
they feel loved, they feel accepted, 
they feel empowered and they feel 
challenged to really consider what it 
would mean to follow Christ.”

Crossline was born in 2004 
when Pastor Jones convened 15 
other believers in a living room. 
Their home Bible study soon 
doubled in size, then tripled, then 
quadrupled. The congregation 
began conducting Sunday services 
at Capistrano Valley High School, 
which it did for five years. Then, 
nearly five years ago, Crossline 
transitioned to its own facility at 
the current location, a 30-acre 
property at 23331 Moulton 
Parkway. Crossline is now a faith 
community of more than 2,000.

Crossline members not only 
attend services but also participate 

in ministries, groups, classes 
and missions. The church has 
programs for recovery as well as 
charitable outreach. 

With Crossline’s origins 
tracing to a men’s retreat, ensuring 
that men set a spiritual example 
remains a key component of the 
ministry. Church leaders describe 
the atmosphere as “testosterone-
friendly,” a church where men feel 
just as comfortable attending as 
their wives do.  

“We really try to engage men 
and help men become servant-
leaders,” Pastor Jones says. “The 
goal isn’t to become a Rambo for 
Jesus. It’s total life discipleship in 
following Christ in every area.” 

Crossline is a place for real 
people. Relatable life lessons with 
examples from sports and pop 
culture are integrated into services. 
There’s no formal dress code; in 
fact, Pastor Jones’ Sunday attire 
tends to consist of jeans and a 
button-down shirt. 

“We invite people to come here 
as seekers and we’ll meet them 
right where they are,” Pastor Jones 
says, “but we encourage them to 
actually be seeking and at some 
point to consider crossing the line 
and giving their life to Christ.” 

WHAT IS CROSSLINE?
Crossline is a joyful, God-
centered community where 
everyone is welcome. A place 
to go for wisdom, inspiration 
and encouragement. A place 
for making connections with 
wholehearted believers who 
will support you wherever you 
are on your spiritual journey. 
The friendly, family-oriented 
atmosphere offers the ideal 
setting for worshiping, living 
and sharing the gospel. Stop 
by this Sunday to find out for 
yourself what makes Crossline 
so amazing. 

THE STORY OF 
CROSSLINE
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Love God, 
love people 
and have a 
blast!
Motto of Crossline 
Community Church



Fred Sedighravesh once dreaded going 
to Crossline, but today he considers the 
church a second home. He stands proudly 
outside the church with his wife, Jahana. 
PHOTO BY SAL OCHOA

b y  B r i t t a n y  W e s e l y

NEW BELIEVER  
GETS SUPPORT

Though Fred Sedighravesh was 
raised in a Muslim household, 
he never really subscribed to 

any religious doctrine aside from 
his belief in a higher being. Shortly 
after Fred graduated high school, 
his father, the sole source of income 
for the family, unexpectedly left. 
Fred’s rocky thrust into adulthood — 
struggling to financially support his 
family while attempting to perform 
well in school — caused him to 
doubt the idea of God. 

Years later, Fred’s new girlfriend, 
Jahana — who had already been 
attending and working in childcare 
at Crossline — invited Fred to go to 
church with her. 

“The whole Jesus conversation 
was awkward for me because I didn’t 
know much about it,” Fred admits. “I 
was uncomfortable, for sure.”

He went once, maybe twice, in 
the year they dated.

Before long Fred and Jahana 
were married, and soon they became 

parents. While Fred was learning to 
navigate his new roles as husband 
and father, he was wrangling his real 
estate business through the market 
crash. Fred hit wall after wall that he 
didn’t know how to break through. 
The strife he experienced caused his 
relationship with Jahana to suffer. 

“I felt very separated from my 
husband,” Jahana says. “I felt like 
we were living as roommates. We 
thought about walking away from the 
marriage.”

Unsure how to help her husband, 
Jahana recommended that Fred call 
one of the pastors at Crossline. He 
met with a pastor a few days later.

“At that point I was just hoping for 

support,” Fred says. “I was lost doing 
life on my own. I was just stuck.”

The pastor gave Fred some guidance 
and encouraged him to get involved in a 
community group. Soon after, Fred joined 
a weekly men’s Bible study.

“Men’s Group became a place 
I can go as a man to connect with 

other men and know that they won’t 
judge me,” Fred says.  

Members of the group invited 
Fred to go on a retreat in Southern 
California with more than 300 other 
Crossline men. The retreat, Fred says, 
was transformative. And when the 
pastor presented the opportunity to 
anyone who wanted to accept Jesus, 
Fred had no hesitations. The pastor 
laid a large rope across the stage, and 
Fred “crossed the line” with about 20 
other men that night.

“When I surrendered, all of 
my issues, pain and unanswered 
questions were gone,” Fred says. “It 
was like a massive weight lifted off 
my shoulders.”

Fred’s newfound faith 
immediately adjusted his outlook on 
life and helped repair his relationship 
with Jahana. 

“In our marriage now we are both 
equally yoked as believers — one 
flesh,” Jahana says. “We’re realizing 
what marriage is really meant to be.”

Crossline has been a comfortable 
place for the couple to grow together 
in their faith — offering support after 
Fred became a new believer, and 
connecting them both with resources 
to sustain them throughout their 
family’s spiritual journey. 

“[At Crossline] they preach, they 
teach and they provide,” Fred says. 
“There is not a single aspect of my 
life that I can’t get support from 
Crossline.” 

BUILDING A 

SOLID 
FOUNDATION

Crossline Community Church offers 
wisdom and encouragement to 
seasoned believers as well as those 
who have never opened a Bible. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual 
journey, Crossline is a place to bring 
your questions and curiosities. Support 
for new believers features:

WELCOME CENTER
After each Sunday service, stop by to 
meet Pastor JP and other staff and find 
answers about Crossline, the campus 
and ministry opportunities. 

BELONG CLASS
This new-members class is your first 
step to learning about Crossline. Meet 
Pastor JP and other church staff. Learn 
what Crossline believes and how to get 
involved with serving and small groups. 

SEEK CLASS
Who is God? What is the Bible? What 
is this prayer business all about? 
This women’s 12-week course starts 
with the basics, answering all of your 
questions and guiding you as you begin 
your relationship with Christ. 

GET HEALTHY CLASS
Men at all stages of their Christian 
walk can participate in this six-
week program that covers healthy 
approaches to marriage, temptation, 
friendship and family. 

To find out more about the support 
Crossline offers, visit the Welcome Center 
at any of the Sunday church services. 

“When I surrendered, all 
of my issues, pain and 

unanswered questions 
were gone. It was like a 

massive weight lifted off 
my shoulders.” Fred Sedighravesh, Crossline member

At Crossline, no one 
goes through life alone 
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Crossline inspires man to get involved 
in mission service

When Tim Lam went to Haiti 
for the first time on a men’s 
outreach trip with Crossline 

Community Church, it broke his heart. 
He saw children with no clothes. He 
saw prostitutes. He saw trash filling the 
gutters along the streets. It was the first 
time he had ever been outside of the 
United States except for a trip to Mexico, 
but he was so moved by the experience 
he knew he would be coming back. Lam 
says he felt called by God to help the 
people of Haiti.  

“There was a whole range of emotions 
that I felt,” Lam says. “Because it was my 
first time, there was awe and interest. 
But then you see how people are living. 
They’re basically living in their trash. 
They don’t have electricity. There’s no 
bathrooms.”

Crossline’s outreach to Haiti began 
after a catastrophic magnitude 7.0 
earthquake devastated the country, 
affecting an estimated 3 million people. 
Men from Crossline quickly organized a 
trip to Port au Prince to provide aid. 

Partnering with local and international 
organizations to found the Chanje 
Movement, Crossline helped establish a 
children’s shelter by renting, staffing and 
furnishing it. The church prevented another 
shelter from closing and provided resources 
for a third, which it continues to support. 

Executive Pastor Greg Munck says 
Crossline is always trying to keep the 
congregation involved in the church’s 
global outreach efforts through media 
projects. Lam was moved to go to Haiti 
after watching a video put together by Dave 
Brodsky and Rick Braeutigam for a Sunday 
service. Both have traveled to Haiti more 
than 20 times in the last five years. 

Church members who can’t physically 
go on a mission trip to Haiti can sponsor 
another’s trip or donate clothes to be given 
to those in need. The mission to Haiti is just  
one of Crossline’s ventures committed to 
local and global service. 

“It’s part of the fabric of who we 
are,” Munck says. “We do this because 
it’s how we fulfill the great commission 
— sharing the Gospel — which God 
commands us to do.”

Though much of the damage from 
the earthquake has been repaired since it 
occurred, there is still a lot of work to do. 

On a recent trip, Lam says volunteers 
built an awning for shade for one of the 
children’s shelters. They handed out food to 
500 people at a park and visited a prison to 
share the message of Christ with inmates. 
Through Chanje’s micro-credit lending 
program, they provided small loans to 
qualified Haitian applicants and taught locals 
how to be more effective in business. 

Meeting children who were living in 
abject poverty was especially moving for 
Lam. Despite the conditions, they are 
hopeful and happy. 

“There was a girl I met who just 
wanted to be held,” Lam says. “I held her 
for two hours, and when I had to go, she 
asked me, ‘Can you take me home with 
you?’ It just breaks your heart seeing what 
they are living in, and you want to help 
them in any way you can.”

By being able to see the difference 
Crossline is making, Lam says his two 
trips to Haiti have been life-changing.

“We are called on by Jesus to spread 
his word,” Lam says. “We’re helping 
them both spiritually and financially. We’re 
bringing them hope and helping with their 
immediate needs.”

b y  M i k e  B l o u n t

“�It just breaks 
your heart seeing 
what they are 
living in, and you 
want to help 
them in any way 
you can.”
Tim Lam
Crossline volunteer
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Crossline’s outreach to Haiti began after a catastrophic magnitude 7.0 earthquake devastated the country. 
Crossline teams visit several times a year to provide humanitarian aid and share the message of Christ. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CROSSLINE CHURCH
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Four years ago, Jason Park 
was what he calls “a casual 
Christian.” He would come 

to Sunday service, but when 
life got busy, he chose to skip 
it. He wasn’t actively involved 
in the church. He never shared 
the Gospel with others. He was 
not engaged with his family 
at home. Today, the 49-year-
old says he is empowered to 
be a better servant of Christ 
and a leader in the community 
because the men at Crossline 
Community Church have built 
him up. 

“Before I made the decision 
to get involved at Crossline, I was 
really lacking in my commitment 
at home,” Park says. “I think I 
was being selfish by putting my 
own needs before my family. I 
wasn’t paying attention to my 
wife and children, and I wasn’t 
protecting them like I should.”

At the time, Park’s two 
daughters were teenagers 
and he was having problems 

communicating with them. 
He was impatient. He found it 
difficult to relate to them. Park 
knew he needed to change to 
become a better father. 

The turning point came in 
2010, when Park decided to 
attend the men’s group First Call. 
The group brings men together 
from all walks of life to study the 
Bible and bond with one another. 
As he became more involved in 
the church and started regularly 
attending men’s small groups, he 
found strength in the friendships 
he made. He also began to 
look to the men of Crossline for 
guidance and support. 

“You have men around you 
who are positive and they want 
to support you,” Park says. “They 
are there for you when you need 
it and provide encouragement 
and prayer. I needed them to 
hold me accountable as a father, 
husband and a Christian.”

Park says he learned a lot 
about himself and his relationships 

with his family by talking with 
other men who have faced similar 
challenges in their lives. Through 
their guidance, he now has a 
better relationship with his wife 
and two daughters. 

“I realized I wasn’t seeing life 
through their eyes, and when we 
lack the appropriate patience and 
grace, it leads to problems in the 
home,” Park says. 

Being a part of the men’s 
group has also given Park the 
confidence to become a leader 
in the community and church. He 
occasionally leads men’s small 
groups and has become much 
more active in sharing his faith 
with others in the community. 

“Slowly over time, [the 
men at Crossline] have built me 
up to teach the word of God 
appropriately and provided me 
with leadership opportunities,” 
Park says. “I am thankful for 
them and I hope they continue 
to mentor me in ways I really 
appreciate.”

Jason Park 
says Crossline 

has helped him 
become a leader. 
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b y  M i k e  B l o u n t

Man empowered 
to become leader 
through Crossline

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

•	�Celebrate Recovery: Connect with people who 
have similar hurts, hang-ups and habits at these 
recovery groups.

•	�Food pantry: In a partnership with Second Harvest 
Food Bank, Crossline provides canned goods, frozen 
dinners, fresh produce, chicken, beef, steak and turkeys 
to 2,000 people a month. It also provides toiletries, such 
as shampoo and toothpaste. 

•	�Women’s shelter: Once a month, women of Crossline 
go to a women’s shelter to serve a meal to homeless 
single mothers and their children. They also teach life 
skills, such as creating a résumé, parenting and how to 
interview for a job. 

•	�Motel church: Members of Crossline set up a church 
in the parking lot of the Covered Wagon Motel to serve 
hot meals and share the Gospel on the last Sunday of 
every month.

•	�Christmas party: On December 21, 2014 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Crossline will host a Christmas party for 
families who receive food from its food pantry. 

GLOBAL MISSION WORK

•	�MissionsRace: Crossline hosts the OC MissionsRace, 
a 5K event for churches, ministries and other nonprofit, 
faith-based charities in Southern California. The purpose 
is to bring together these different organizations to help 
raise funds supporting their work. For more information, 
visit missionsrace.org.

•	�Haiti: Since the devastating 7.0 earthquake in 2010, 
Crossline has partnered with the Chanje Movement 
in Port au Prince. Crossline funds three shelters 
of rescued children through participation in child 
sponsorship programs. Crossline also sends teams 
several times each year with Missions Director Dave 
Brodsky to work with children, train Haitian pastors and 
help community leaders, business people, families and 
those in convalescent care and in prison. 

•	�Mexico: Crossline partners with Hands of Mercy to 
join local pastors and churches in the Ensenada area 
to build homes for those in need. Hands of Mercy has 
built more than one thousand homes over the past 
decade and Crossline has sent teams to build over a 
dozen of them.

•	�Israel: For years, Crossline has joined with The 
Global Mission in working with Jewish, Arab and 
Christian leaders in Israel, helping those in need and 
sharing the Gospel.

•	�Africa: Crossline is a founding supporter of Y-Malawi?, 
a partnership between six organizations in Malawi, Africa 
that help rural village communities with clean water, food 
security, AIDS/HIV health care, child sponsorship, micro-
enterprise, education, pastoral training and outreach.

HELPING THOSE IN 
NEED

The first thing you’ll see when you come to a service 
at Crossline are the smiling faces of the Guest Services 
team in the parking lot, on the patio and at the doors of 
the Worship Center. Members of the team help make 
Crossline a friendly and inviting place for guests and new 
members. Made up of 85 volunteer members, they assist 
with seating, provide coffee and doughnuts, direct people 
to the restroom and answer any questions they have. 

If you’re new to Crossline, they are a great resource, 
according to Guest Services head Bill LaBruna. Along 
with his wife, Bradleigh, LaBruna has been a part of the 
team for seven years.

“We generally try to lend a hand and help in any way 
we can,” LaBruna says. “When you come on campus, 
you can feel a difference. That’s what attracted my wife 
and I to Crossline in 2006. It really feels like a family.”

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
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Andrea Cooney and her husband, Aaron, are 
confident that Crossline Community Church 
provides a solid spiritual foundation for their 
three children, Ethan, Grace and Shelby. 
PHOTO BY SAL OCHOA

ne of the scariest things about being a 
parent is trying to prepare children for life 
as adults. Crossline Community Church 

offers resources and support so that parents 
can feel confident with the guidance their 
children have received, and children — having 
their parents’ trust — can exercise their 

independence. 
Crossline’s weekly programs 

feature age-appropriate lessons, 
live music, and creative media 
— such as teaching videos 
and an online interactive 
Bible adventure called 
“Dean-o REPLAY,” created 
by Children and Family 
Pastor Dean-o Lies. 

Crossline member and 
mother of three Andrea 
Cooney says Crossline really 
goes the extra mile to keep 

youth returning every week. 
Cooney’s children often saw Lies 

perform with his touring band, Dean-o and the 
Dynamos, at their private Christian school. And 
many of their friends who attend Crossline 
encouraged them to visit the church. After 
attending their first service in March 2014, the 
Cooney children were hooked. 

“They felt like they had always been 
there,” Cooney says. “They want to keep 
coming back.”

Cooney says Crossline provides her and 
her husband with many resources as parents. 
Each week, all lessons at every grade 
level are based on the same verses, with 
age-appropriate interpretations. That makes it 
easy for Cooney to expand on the lessons at 
home with the whole family. 

Parental participation is essential for 
the program’s success, Lies says. Crossline 

offers parents education at periodic Christian 
parenting courses. And both mothers and 
fathers are encouraged to get involved by 
leading a youth small group or working in 
childcare. 

“The big struggle out there is to have male 
leadership in addition to female leadership 
in the children’s services,” Lies says. “The 
biggest challenge is reaching the oldest boy in 
the room. To have a male pastor on staff who 
is leading and who can directly teach junior 
ages — that makes our ministry unique.”

Since her family began attending 
Crossline, Cooney says all of her children are 
actively engaged in and are fiercely passionate 
about spreading God’s word. She says 
whenever they see a person who is homeless, 
they ask to pack lunches stuffed with 
sandwiches and encouraging Bible verses. 

“They’re just thinking about themselves 
much less. And they are so innocent, they 
don’t have that filter,” Cooney says. “They just 
want to share Christ with everyone.”

Crossline children’s services ignited such 
passion in her two oldest children — Ethan, 
9, and Grace, 8 — that they decided to get 
baptized this summer. When Ethan and Grace 
first mentioned the idea, Cooney was unsure 
if her children understood the significance of 
getting baptized. When her daughter told her, 
“Jesus Christ is my savior forever and I want to 
show everyone,” Cooney knew they were ready.

Cooney is confident that Crossline is 
building a solid spiritual foundation for 
her children. She said she is happy that 
Crossline’s youth programs have many 
attendees — providing the opportunity for 
her children to form a network of supportive 
Christian friends. 

“This place is it for us. We’re not leaving,” 
Cooney says. “We’re not going anywhere else.” 

TEACHING THE LITTLEST 

BELIEVERS
O

Crossline Church teams 
up with parents to help 
children discover a fulfilling 
relationship with Christ and 
lasting friendships with 
discipleship-focused peers. 
With its weekly programs, 
special events and 
multimedia tools, Crossline 
prepares youth with a 
solid biblical foundation to 
aid them throughout their 
spiritual journey.

GAMEDAY   
INFANTS TO FIFTH-GRADERS 

Children’s services on Sunday 
mornings provide age-
appropriate Bible coaching 
to help prepare even the 
youngest believers for a 
lifetime of spiritual victory.

CSM YOUTH MINISTRIES 
SIXTH- TO 12TH-GRADERS

Middle school and high 
school students are welcome 
to attend an upbeat morning 
service with lively worship 
and teachings relevant to 
teen lives. 

PRIME TIME WITH DEAN-O 
THIRD- TO FIFTH-GRADERS

This weekly Bible study 
concert event, featuring 
the music and teachings of 
Dean-o and the Dynamos, is 
designed to equip preteens 
with God’s word.

LIFEGROUPS 
SIXTH- TO 12TH-GRADERS

Teens have the opportunity 
to develop meaningful 
relationships with God-loving 
peers at this weekly event of 
fun, fellowship, accountability 
and Bible study.

This musically driven, 
interactive, online Bible 
adventure creates 
opportunities for children 
and parents to engage in the 
core scriptures. Available 
on all platforms – personal 
computers, smartphones 
and tablets. More info at 
deanoreplay.org.

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

SUNDAY PROGRAMS 9 A.M. & 11 A.M. WEDNESDAY PROGRAMS 6:30 – 8 P.M. DEAN-O REPLAY

“This place is 
it for us. We’re 

not leaving. 
We’re not going 
anywhere else.”

Andrea Cooney, 
Crossline member and mother of three
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Dean-o Lies leads Prime Time, a midweek 
gathering of third- to fifth-grade kids. 

Parents have an ally in Crossline Community Church b y  �B r i t ta n y 
W e s e ly
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When Gigi Johnson was 10 weeks 
pregnant, she discovered she’d 
had a miscarriage. As she and 

her husband struggled with the news, 
Johnson ached for the support of her 
small group. The weekly meeting was 
scheduled for that night, and for Johnson, 
it couldn’t arrive soon enough.

“When [the group members] saw 
my face and my husband’s face, they 
knew we were going through something 
tough,” Johnson says. “We shared 
what was going on. Then they dropped 
everything and put their arms around us.”

Johnson and her husband were 
overwhelmed by the support from their 
small group friends. They received 
flowers and meals, sympathy and 
prayers. As they coped with the loss 
of their unborn child in the weeks that 
followed, the offerings of encouragement 
they received were strengthening. 

“They knew our hearts were breaking 
and that broke their hearts, too,” Johnson 
says. “It was really reassuring. We knew 
they cared.”

The couple began attending 
the married couples small group at 
Crossline Community Church four years 
ago. When the group first formed, all its 
members were of the same age and in 
similar stages in their relationships. That 
initial year, they were timid. Just getting 
to know one another. In the years that 
followed, their faith and relationships 
strengthened as they experienced their 
lives together. They supported each 
other through infertility, pregnancy, 
adoption and loss. 

Since she first started attending 
Crossline seven years ago, Johnson has 
gotten involved in many different small 
groups. Now she leads a small group for 
ninth-grade girls and is the coordinator 
of Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), a 
weekly support group for mothers of 
children ages 0 to 6 years. 

“We’re just doing life together as 
moms. Not judging each other. Not 
comparing,” Johnson says. “I don’t know 
how mothers get through life without a 
community like this.”

This year MOPS has a new theme: 
“Be you, bravely.” Johnson says the 
theme encourages mothers to step out 
of their comfort zones and do what the 
Lord has put in their hearts to do. 

“It’s so easy as moms to feel like 
everyone needs something from us 
and we have to say yes to everything,” 
Johnson says. “[The new theme] is about 
how God has a specific purpose for us, 
and he wants us to be who we are as 
boldly and bravely as we can.”

Recently a mother discovered the 
MOPS group online and contacted 
Johnson about participating. The 
mother was thrilled to have found 
such a group and said, “This is just 
everything I have been looking for 
for the last two years and didn’t 
know existed.” Johnson says this is a 
reaction she hears often. 

“I would absolutely recommend that 
anyone get involved in a small group,” 
Johnson says. “I personally feel like it 
just makes your walk with the Lord that 
much more tangible.”

b y  B r i t t a n y  W e s e l y

ENCOURAGING
Grieving parents find strength from small groups

EACH OTHER

“When the perspective of the world 
seems so loud, or our circumstances 
seem so big, [small groups] provide 
someone there to encourage you that 
God’s love and strength make a big 
difference.” — Lori Marshall, director 
of adult ministries and care 

Spiritual life is not meant to be 
lived alone. Crossline offers a place 
for everyone at every life stage to 
engage in authentic and encouraging 
conversation. With more than 50 small 
groups, there are many opportunities 
to form lasting relationships with 
fellow Christians. Some of the ways to 
get involved include:

WOMEN’S GROUPS
Connect with friendly women who will 
encourage you in your relationship with 
God through Bible study, prayer and 
special events. 

MEN’S GROUPS
The men of Crossline look to connect 
and challenge each other through 
weekly Bible studies/small groups, 
monthly events, outreaches and 
various serving opportunities.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Join people from similar walks of 
life for weekly, intimate meetings in 
homes throughout the community.  

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS 
(MOPS) 
Get mothering support, find spiritual 
encouragement and form uplifting 
friendships with mothers of 0- to 
6-year-olds. 

For more information about small groups, 
contact Lori Marshall, director of adult 
ministries, at 949-916-0250 ex. 119. 

From right, Gigi Johnson, her husband, 
Josh, and daughter, Peyton, have found 

encouragement and made lifelong friends 
through small groups at Crossline Church. 
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“I don’t know how 
mothers get through 
life without a 
community like this.” 

Gigi Johnson, MOPS coordinator

 www.crosslinechurch.com | A Special Advertising Supplement | 7 



CROSS THE LINE?
ARE YOU READY TO

WHO IS  

CROSSLINE?FIND YOUR WAY HOME
Come to one of Crossline’s services this Sunday to discover a 
place you can call home. 

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:30 A.M. 
Traditional Service | Intimate service held in the Prayer Chapel

9 A.M. & 11 A.M.
Main Services | Vibrant worship experience with contemporary 
music in the Worship Center

CHILDREN & TEEN SERVICES
Both of Crossline’s main Sunday services offer fun-filled programs 
that support spiritual growth for all ages — infants to 12th-graders.

TUNE IN
Listen to Pastor JP on the radio!
KKLA FM 99.5 | Weekdays at 5 a.m. | Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

KENNY LUCK
Kenny Luck is the leadership pastor at Crossline. He is 
a husband, father, speaker and award-winning author of 
several books, including “RISK,” “DREAM” and “SOAR.” 
Luck is the former men’s pastor at Saddleback Church in 
Lake Forest, where he and his team motivated more than 
7,000 men to participate in small groups and ministries.

RICK BRAEUTIGAM
Since giving his life to Christ at Crossline in 2005, 
Director of Facilities Rick Braeutigam has been 
dedicated to serving the church. Rick takes his calling 
to heart and not only started the Crossline Food Pantry, 
but also consistently leads Crossline’s volunteer 
outreach efforts in Haiti and Mexico. He has also 
participated in mission trips to Israel and Mexico. 

LORI MARSHALL
Lori Marshall has been at Crossline since its humble 
origins as a group of friends huddled in a living room. 
Marshall says having the opportunity to be a part of the 
church’s growth has been like having a front seat to 
watching God work. Today Marshall serves as the director 
of adult ministries and care — overseeing women’s 
ministries, community groups and care ministries.

On paper, many churches seem the same. 
They’re guided by similar values and 
goals — preaching the Gospel, touching 

lives, embracing differences.
What makes Crossline Community Church 

different — distinctive — cannot be conveyed by 
words alone. 

It must be experienced.
Visit the campus to experience this 

community defined by love, caring and 
acceptance. Attend a service to experience the 
pastors’ candid, affirming messages — blending 

biblical truths with their own 

real, relevant life lessons — along with high-
energy praise.  

“People come with their preconceptions 
of what ‘church’ is, and I think we change their 
minds quickly,” Executive Pastor Greg Munck 
says. “Come experience a place 
of love and transparency where 
you can come as you are, not 
feel judged and learn how to be 
more Godly.”

Life presents everyone with 
multiple lines to cross. Take 
a step forward by coming to 
Crossline — see what your next 
step could be.

23331 Moulton Parkway 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653  

PHONE 
949-916-0250 

EMAIL 
info@crosslinechurch.com

WEB 
crosslinechurch.com 

FACEBOOK  
facebook.com/crosslinechurch 

TWITTER  
twitter.com/crosslinechurch 
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Greg Munck

Meet some of the staff who make it all happen


