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Encounter. GroW. Live.

New building provides 
a warm welcome to 

members, newcomers 
and community

V isiting Sun Grove Church today at 2285 
Longport Court in Elk Grove, California, 
it’s hard to imagine the dynamic 

center of worship and community activity 
any other way. But the church’s history might 
surprise you.

“If ever there was a gym built to be a 
church, this is it!” Executive Pastor Jay 
Stevans says. Wait a second. What was that?

Sun Grove Church had been wandering 
in the desert, so to speak, for a number of 
years. Sun Grove had migrated from humble 
beginnings in a warehouse, to a church 
building that was quickly outgrown, to renting 
facilities at local high schools. In 2011, the 
Sun Grove building committee began an 
exhaustive search for a permanent home. 
They investigated a former bank, warehouse, 
even a Harley shop, but none was just right.

Then, quite by accident, they found out 
a building housing a gym was going into 
foreclosure. It just might work — the facilities 
were modern, there was plenty of space, the 
price might be right.

After scrambling to submit an offer, the 
committee learned there had been two other, 
higher bids. Well, it wasn’t meant to be after 
all, they supposed. Several months passed. 

Then, on April 1, Sun Grove received a 
phone call that their bid had moved into first 
position. This was no April Fool’s joke — 
incredibly, Sun Grove was back in the running. 
However, utilizing the space would require a 

zoning change. 
The building committee met with city 

officials on a Friday, and were told to give up. 
There was no chance the building could be 
re-zoned. Once again, however, things turned 
in favor of Sun Grove. City officials called 
back the following Monday saying they’d 
been thinking it over all weekend, and it just 
might work after all.

“I just can’t get away from the fact that 
from the beginning to this present time 
there has been one incredible miracle after 
another,” Pastor Stevans says. “Those 
miracles have come about because people 
have cared, people have prayed.”

Sun Grove Church members continued 
to pray, and the city planning commission 
and city council both approved the project 
with unanimous votes. Stevans counts the 

fantastic support and cooperation of the city 
of Elk Grove as a blessing. 

The following year presented a series of  
financial, legal and practical hurdles. Finally, 
the church received a wonderful Christmas 
present on December 23, 2011, with the 
news that they’d closed escrow. 

Sun Grove members then undertook the 
tremendous job of converting a gym to a 
meeting space, benefiting from hundreds 
of volunteer work hours and donations 
of supplies and furnishings from local 
businesses, which seemed to “come out of 
nowhere,” Stevans says. 

Today Sun Grove Church has transformed 
from a foreclosed gym to a vibrant meeting 
center for church members and the 
community. The additional space allows 
Sun Grove to hold specialized programs 
and ministries during the week, which was 
impossible in a rented space. The church 
has also opened its doors to host tutoring, 
classes, health fairs, blood drives, trainings 
and many more services to benefit the 
community at large. 

Though Sun Grove has found a home, 
many recognize that the four walls of a 
building don’t make the church. 

“We have a building, but we’re not a 
building,” Senior Pastor Dave Flaig says. “Sun 
Grove is made up of people who want to live 
authentically.”

Home
Sun Grove Church 

Feels Right at

“�We have a building, but 
we’re not a building. 
Sun Grove is made up of 
people who want to live 
authentically.”
Dave Flaig 
Senior Pastor of Sun Grove Church 

 

 
warehouse 
beginnings
In 1989, Sun River Church 
in Rancho Cordova wants 
to expand to serve Elk 
Grove. Space is found 
in a carpet warehouse 
and nearly 200 friends, 
seekers, well-wishers and 
even pets attend the first 
service. Sun Grove Church 
is born.

Bursting at 
the Seams
In the 1990’s, the church 
constructs a building 
to house its growing 
congregation in the Elk 
Grove-Florin area.

church  
on the move
By the late 90’s the church 
has again outgrown its 
facilities, and decides to sell 
them and save for a larger 
space. Sun Grove goes 
mobile, renting meeting 
space in area schools. 
Dedicated volunteers work 
long hours each Sunday 
to transport seating and 
equipment in trailers, set it 
up and take it down.

Pardon  
our dust
The time is right to find a 
permanent home. After 
an exhaustive search and 
numerous hurdles, Sun 
Grove closes the deal on an 
ideal location and begins 
converting the space from a 
gym to a church. Hundreds 
of volunteer man-hours make  
the remodel possible.

home  
sweet home�
Today, Sun Grove members 
are proud to meet in their 
new home at 2285 Longport 
Court in Elk Grove. The 
site serves as a vibrant 
community center as well, 
hosting blood drives, foster 
youth and Eagle Scout 
events, community health 
screenings and more.  S.S.

A worshipper at Sun Grove Church feels moved during the 
praise portion of Sunday service. Photo By Anne Stokes

by Shannon Springmeyer

A Closer Look
Sun Grove Church is a non-denominational church 
in Elk Grove, California, built around a community of 
people who have faith in Jesus Christ and in His ability 
to change us through His grace. 

Sun Grove is driven by a three-part mission: 

1	 �To be an authentic place to ENCOUNTER GOD

2	�To help members GROW THROUGH 
COMMUNITY

3	 �To inspire members to LIVE YOUR CALLING 
and unleash your unique gifts and talents on the 
world

On the outside, Sun Grove Church is built of four ordinary, 
stone walls. But look closer. Inside, there’s nothing 
ordinary about it. Inside is a community of believers and 
seekers who are bold. They are passionate. They are real. 
They live their love for God, for each other and for the 
world. And they invite you to come as you are, step inside 
and see for yourself. 
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Encounter. GroW. Live.

The Varneys, from left, Logan, Lori, Blake and Steve, say they found an engaging community for each member of the family at Sun Grove.
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A CHUrch ThAt Makes You Go

Boy’s reluctance transformed to 
enthusiasm through church encounter
by Corrie Pelc

‘Woo-Hoo!’

Briana Lovett’s first encounter with Sun Grove 
Church became a lasting relationship when she 
found a sense of community to help her through 
hard times. 
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Briana Lovett of Elk Grove first began attending 
Sun Grove Church when she was 12. Having just 
experienced her parents’ divorce, Lovett was going 
through a tough time. She was referred to Sun Grove 
by a family friend and decided to give it a try.

Lovett says that through the junior high and, later, 
high school groups at Sun Grove she found much-
needed support. 

“It gave me a family,” she explains. “[During] that 
transition time, having a solid group of people that I 
could depend on was really good.” 

Lovett’s life was transformed by her new 
relationships, both with Christ and other young 
people at Sun Grove. 

“What I liked most about the groups as a young 
person was the community. I was surrounded by 
other people my age who were pursuing Christ and 
challenging each other in their faith,” she says.

Now as a sophomore at Azusa Pacific University, 
Lovett helps other young people find their way 
and their faith. She gives back whenever she can, 
whether handing out frozen treats to the homeless or 
volunteering as a counselor at the church’s summer 
camp. Her involvement in Sun Grove has left an 
indelible mark.

“My best and longest-lasting friends, my biggest 
supporters, biggest encouragers, have come from 
the community of Sun Grove youth groups,” Lovett 
says.” c.p.

S teve Varney of Elk Grove grew up being part of a 
church. But as he grew older and moved away from 
his hometown, he had trouble finding a church 

where he felt at home.
With two young children at home — his son Logan, 

age 4, and stepson Blake, age 11 — Varney found himself 
wanting to begin teaching them about God, but was 
unsure how to start, especially as Logan was so young. 

“What can I do to get him on the right path early, 
instead of waiting until he’s 8 or 9 and asking questions?” 
Varney remembers asking himself. 

During this time, Varney met Chad Manbeck, young 
adult pastor at Sun Grove Church, through work. Varney 
felt an instant connection to Manbeck and was able to 
get some suggestions about how to teach his young sons 
about God. Because of that encounter, he decided to 
bring his family to Sun Grove. 

Varney says their first visit to Sun Grove last Easter 
Sunday did not go well, as Logan was not interested 
in attending the Sunday morning children’s program, 
WonderKidz. “He would cry and wouldn’t leave our side,” 
Varney recalls. “He would just sit there reserved.” It got 
to the point where Logan insisted he didn’t want to go to 
church, Varney says.

The next week Varney and his wife, Lori, decided to 
give it one more shot, and despite a small battle, Logan 
relented and attended WonderKidz. “When we came back 
to pick him up, he came out of the classroom, pumped 
his fists in the air and [yelled] ‘Woo-hoo, I love church!’” 
Varney laughs. “I don’t know what they did, but every 
weekend after that he has no problem going. He loves it, 
he talks about it all the time, he tells his friends about it.” 

Varney believes Logan’s enthusiasm with the church 
comes from their combination of fun and learning, which 
helps bring the Bible to life, in addition to the people he’s 
met. 

“It’s about relationships — he’s building relationships 
with people while learning about how and why he’s 
building those relationships through the words and 
exercises that they’re doing,” he adds. 

Varney says Logan’s affinity for Sun Grove helped draw 
the rest of the family in, creating a deep relationship. For 
instance, Blake has questions about what he’s taught 
during Sunday school and asked for an adult Bible. “He 
wants to be able to read what it actually says and go to 
chapter and verse versus just reading the stories,” Varney 
says.

Varney adds he and his wife have grown closer to their 
children through activities such as reading from the Bible 
together every night. And Varney’s relationship with his 
wife has also deepened through their faith. “I have that 
other person I can bounce things off of spiritually,” he says.  

Finding a 

Family 
in Faith

The XLR8 group provides a place for middle-schoolers to 
find guidance, friendship and fun.
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Betsy Chick founded a Celebrate Recovery group at Sun Grove Church in order to offer a safe place for 
people to heal and grow.

by Amanda Caraway

Celebrate

 Recovery
at Sun Grove
Unique 12-step program for a happier, healthier life 

As a recovering alcoholic, Betsy Chick tried 
many programs to help her cope with 
addiction and the pain that led her to drink. 

After she began attending Sun Grove Church, 
Chick heard about Celebrate Recovery and 
attended a meeting at another church. She was 
so impressed with the program that she asked 
her pastor to start the program at Sun Grove.

“He said, ‘Go right ahead,’” laughed Chick.
That is just what she did. Chick began the 

Celebrate Recovery program at Sun Grove in 
2006. She now leads the ministry in partnership 
with husband Brian Chick, helping others find a 
path to recovery. 

“I have been amazed at the level of healing, 
progress and peace that I have seen since we 
started,” Chick says.

Celebrate Recovery is a program aimed at 
helping individuals deal with the hurts, habits and 
hang-ups that keep them from living a healthy 
and happy life.

“Everyone has hurts from past relationships, 
hang-ups such as fear or anger and habits that 
keep us from being healthy,” Chick says. “We can 
look at these experiences as stumbling blocks 
that hold us back or as stepping stones to a 
better life.”

Chick describes Celebrate Recovery as a 
Christian 12-step program similar to secular 

programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous. The 
difference is that Celebrate Recovery focuses on 
the transformative power of faith in Jesus and 
incorporates Biblical truth. 

Sun Grove holds recovery meetings every 
Monday evening in addition to other fellowship 
events for those in the group. As part of the 
meetings, attendees work with others who are 
struggling with similar issues such as substance 
abuse, anger or sexual integrity.

“Many who attend the meetings feel 
powerless,” Chick says. “It helps to hear the 
testimonies of those who have healed.”

The program provides a safe and supportive 
place for those who are struggling with recovery. 
Attendance and all information shared with the 
group is confidential. 

“I love watching others grow and heal and 
seeing the light return to their eyes,” says Chick. 
“Many of us have childhood hurts that we have 
not dealt with in the best way.”

Attendees are encouraged to find an 
accountability partner to help them attend 
meetings and stick with the program, and to call 
others in the group when they need help.

“The group is a big community and a lot of 
close friendships develop,” Chick says.

Celebrate Recovery is just one example of 
those who come as they are finding hope and 
acceptance. According to Senior Pastor Dave 
Flaig, the real, “imperfect” people at Sun Grove 
are what make it such an amazing place to seek 
growth. 

“It’s people who have lived through some 
tough experiences in life and have just found that 
God really meets a lot of their needs in ways that 
their own self-improvement can’t,” he says.

Celebrate Recovery at Sun Grove Church is designed to help anyone 
who is struggling with hurts, habits and hang-ups that are standing 
in the way of a happy, healthy life. Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step 
program that incorporates the teachings of the Bible and faith in 
Jesus as the higher power that helps us heal. 

The church offers three age-targeted 
meetings on Monday evenings that make 
it possible for the entire family to find 
recovery together. In addition to the adult 
program, the church offers Celebration 
Station for children ages 5 to 12 and The 
Landing for youth ages 13 to 18. Each 
group uses the same curriculum for 
recovery, but the curriculum is revised 
to be age appropriate for each group. 
Members receive fellowship, support 

and understanding from others who 
are struggling with similar issues. All 
attendance is confidential and everyone 
is welcome. 

Celebrate Recovery meets Monday 
nights at Sun Grove Church. For more 
information, please contact Ministry 
Leaders Betsy or Brian Chick at 
celebraterecovery@sungrove.org or  
916-691-6818.  a.c.

for All Ages

Encounter. GroW. Live.

“�I love seeing others grow 
and heal and seeing the 
light return to their eyes. 
Many of us have childhood 
hurts that we have not dealt 
with in the best way.”
Betsy Chick 
ministry leader for the Sun Grove Church  
Celebrate Recovery program
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RecoveryRecovery

We will work like it 
depends on us, and 
pray like it depends 

on God.
Excellence and creativity honor God and inspire people.
We intentionally depend on prayer and the power of God.
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Members of Sun Grove’s young adult group 7:22 enjoy opportunities for friendship, fellowship and growth.
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Growing 
Within, 

The 7:22 young adult group  
seeks to benefit others 

by Amanda Caraway

W hen Jennifer Lind joined 
members of the 7:22 young 
adult group for a dinner at Red 

Robin following their weekly meeting at 
Sun Grove Church last June, she never 
guessed the group would have the 
opportunity to change a life. The group 
arrived late in the evening and she could 
tell their server was annoyed to receive a 
large party near closing.

“He just seemed really down like he 
was weary and carrying a burden,” said 
Lind. “We wanted to help and my friend 
Brianna asked if we could pray for him.” 

The server said he would really 
appreciate it and Lind could tell that he 
was truly grateful for the offer. After 
speaking with him, the group discovered 
that he was just starting out on his own 
and he was having difficulty making ends 
meet. His rent was coming due and he 
had no idea how he was going to pay it.

In the parking lot, the group decided 
to put their money together to help the 
server pay rent. The restaurant was closed 
and the doors were locked, so the group 
banged on the doors. When they went 
inside to give him the money the server 
seemed shocked that people he didn’t 
even know would help him pay rent.

“The look on his face was so 
incredible,” Lind says. “It was a great 
night! I love being part of a church where 
we celebrate an active ministry.”

According to Chad Manbeck, the 
pastor at Sun Grove Church responsible 
for the young adult ministry, the 
experience at Red Robin is just one 
example of the extraordinary work the 
7:22 group does.  

“Relationships drive everything for 
young adults,” Manbeck says. “That is 
why we focus on relationship building 
and growing in Christ.”

The 7:22 group, founded last year, 
has around 125 members who are ages 
18 to 30 and from all walks of life, some 
married and some single. The name 
of the group comes from the Bible 
verse 2 Samuel 7:22, which celebrates 
the greatness of God. The group has 
named this year the year of increase, 
endeavoring to increase Christ and his 
glory and to increase other people. The 
experience with the server at Red Robin 
is an example of members reaching out 
to others.

“We call these experiences increase 
stories and we share them at the 
meeting every week,” Manbeck says. 
“These young adults have been under 
teaching all of their lives. Now they have 
opportunity to teach others.”

Manbeck believes that the increase 
opportunities help young adults focus 
on more important things than everyday 
concerns such as dating and school. The 
goal is to discover a greater purpose in 
life, and find partners for that journey of 
growth.

Find Your Community 
at Sun Grove

Encounter. GroW. Live.

“�Relationships drive 
everything for young 
adults. That is why we 
focus on relationship 
building and growing 
in Christ.”   
Chad Manbeck 
pastor of spiritual formation at Sun Grove 
Church

Reaching
 Out

Sun Grove Church has a three-part mission to help members encounter God, grow 
through community and live their calling. Growing in community is important to help 
members grow in their faith by sharing with and giving to others.

Here are some opportunities to connect:
�WonderKidz and Club 252. Children’s program 

offering worship and activities during Sunday services 
with classes grouped by age for newborns through 
5th-graders. 

�Parent support. Baby Dedication ceremonies and 
support groups for parents are available.

�XLR8. Tweens in grades 6 through 8 find a caring context 
in which to mature in faith and life, and have fun! Meets 
upstairs during the 11 a.m. Sunday service.

�Momentum. High Schoolers find a place to connect in a 
space of their own, 11 a.m. Sundays.

�7:22 Young Adult Group. Offers ministry and 
community events for young adults, both single and 
married, ages 18 to 30.

�Women’s Ministry. Dedicated to providing 
encouragement, connection and sisterhood and building 
a lasting legacy of love. A Women’s Community Bible 
Study is offered from September 2013, on Wednesdays 
from 9 to 11 a.m. with a children’s class available. For 
more information and how to register, contact Janine 
Henry at cbselkgrove@gmail.com or 916-834-6671.

on these and other community groups devoted to building relationships with 
neighbors and friends on the Sun Grove website at sungrove.org.  a.c.FIND DETAILS

High-schoolers play an 
ice-breaker game during 
a Momentum meeting.

We are faith-filled,  
big-thinking,  

bet-the-farm risk 
takers.

We’ll never insult God with small thinking and safe living.
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When Gina Brockway and others recognized a need in the community, they rose to the challenge of meeting it by founding the 
Rays of Light Respite program.
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by Corrie Pelc

Program provides much-needed respite for parents of special-needs kids

In 2009, Elk Grove resident and Sun Grove 
Church member Gina Brockway and seven 
other families were led to share their love of 

Jesus by shining that love in the community and 
starting a program that was needed but not yet 
available. 

Brockway says they had heard some 
statistics that parents with children who 
have special needs have a high divorce rate. 
Although none of the Sun Grove families had 
children with special needs, they understood 
how stressful raising children can be and were 
inspired to help affected families in the area. 

Those eight families decided to start the 
Rays of Light Respite program that provides 
a three-hour reprieve every other month for 
families who have kids with special needs. 
The all-volunteer program is normally held on a 
Saturday evening.

“We do activities with the kids while the 
parents get a few free hours of respite to go 
to a movie, go to dinner — something they 
normally don’t get to do because of their child’s 
special needs,” she explains.

Brockway says on average about 30 children 
attend each Respite program, and each special-
needs child is partnered with a volunteer adult 
or youth. Siblings can also attend the program, 
even if they do not have special needs. The 
program is completely free and open to families 
from the entire community, regardless if they 

attend Sun Grove Church or not. 
Craig and Ladybird Sherman of Elk Grove 

have benefited from the Respite program for 
four years. The Shermans have three children 
— son Campbell, age 12, who has autism; 
daughter Logan, age 9, who has Williams 
Syndrome; and son Cole, age 7. Craig Sherman 
says the program offers his children an 
opportunity to socialize and focus on having fun. 

“It’s a place where we don’t have to worry 
about them tipping something over or making a 
mess because that’s encouraged,” he explains. 
“They’re just expected to have fun —  there’s no 
pressure to perform or anything like that.”

Sherman says he and his wife appreciate and 
are very grateful for the program. 

“It allows us to go out to dinner and then 
maybe get some things done around the 
house,” he says. “It lets us just ... go out and 
spend time together.”

Brockway says since the Respite program 
started, the feedback from parents has been 
very positive. For many families, this is the first 
time they have been able to leave their children 
with special needs in the care of anyone other 
than a family member.

The Respite program exemplifies how church 
members are inspired to help others, their own 
lives having been transformed by the power of 
Christ. Brockway is happy to be able to serve.

“The parents just come back so refreshed 
and we’ve had a couple in tears saying, ‘Thank 
you so much for doing this. You guys are saving 
marriages. You don’t realize what a blessing this 
is,’” she says. “It definitely tugs at your heart.”

Sunday service is not the sum total of what attending Sun Grove is all about. Instead, 
it is a springboard from which to live one’s calling by unleashing one’s unique 
talents on the world to effect positive change. To that end, church members are very 
involved in helping and serving the needs of the surrounding area, and are encour-
aged to take the initiative to reach out to residents of Sacramento through service, 
outreach and relationship building with neighbors and friends. 

Sun Grove Church members are not just hearers of 
the Word — they are doers of the Word. This can be 
seen through the church’s numerous partnerships 
with local nonprofits, giving time, talents or money, to 
better the lives of those in Elk Grove, Galt and South 
Sacramento. 

Some of the church’s current  
service opportunities include: 
•	 �Feeding the homeless through Fishers of Men
•	 �Supporting and lending tutoring services to a 

local youth outreach program
•	 �PATH (People Assisting the Homeless) through 

the Elk Grove Food Bank
•	 �Rays of Light Respite program for families with 

children who have special needs  C.P.

Encounter. GroW. Live.

Light
Shining Their 

in the 
Community

“�We’ve had a couple in 
tears saying, ‘Thank you 
so much for doing this. 
You guys are saving 
marriages.’”Gina Brockway
Rays of Light Respite program co-founder 

A Church of DoersDoers
We will stop at 
nothing to give 

everything.
We will respond compassionately to the  

spiritual and physical needs of our world. 

We believe it is better to give generously than to receive.
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Eric Johnson demonstrates how his solar suitcase, a joint effort of local high-schoolers and Sun Grove church members, 
generates power. Johnson and students have built hundreds of the cases to benefit people in remote, developing areas around 
the world. 

by Amanda Caraway

Church members work to bring solar power and ministry to remote villages

A local high school teacher has found a 
way to bring his love of science and his 
love of God together to live his unique 

calling and help save lives in developing 
countries. Eric Johnson, a Laguna Creek High 
School physics teacher and member of Sun 
Grove Church, has been working with his 
students over the past four years to build 
solar suitcases to be shipped all over the 
world.

“I had the opportunity to visit Nigeria on 
a ministry trip and I saw firsthand the great 
need that these villagers have,” Johnson says.

A solar suitcase is an economical, 
easy-to-use portable unit that provides 
solar-generated power for light, mobile 
communications and medical devices. The 
cases were originally designed to support 
obstetrics care in developing countries. 
However, they can be used for a wide range 
of medical and humanitarian needs.

“These cases can help midwives deliver 
babies more safely in small villages where 
sources of light are not available,” Johnson 
says. “It has been found that just bringing 
light into the delivery space brings down the 
infant mortality rate from seven deaths per 
month to one death per month.”

Over the past four years, Johnson and the 
120 students in his Green Energy Technology 
program have made hundreds of cases that 
have been shipped to 15 developing countries 
around the world. These include Nigeria, 
Mexico and India. The cases are sent to 
hospitals, schoolhouses and orphanages, as 
well as other humanitarian organizations.

“These cases have been extremely helpful 
with improving our missionary efforts,” 
Johnson says. “Missionaries now have access 

to tools such as projecting images, playing 
audio recordings of sermons and downloading 
Bible study programs.”

The solar suitcases are sent with the 
missionaries during travel. The missionaries 
make use of the cases while they are serving 
and when it is time to come home, they leave 
the cases in the village with the person or 
organization that is most likely to share it with 
the community.

Sun Grove Church members aim to 
demonstrate the transformative power of 
Jesus Christ by actively loving others to 
improve their lives. The efforts of Johnson 
and his students provide an excellent example 
of how Sun Grove encourages members to 
utilize their unique gifts and talents to help the 
church meet the specific needs of both local 
and global communities.

Sun Grove first began working with 
Johnson to create the cases to support the 
church’s missionary work following the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti. The church was able to 
utilize the unique qualifications of Johnson to 
meet the specific need that arose from that 
disaster.

“At Sun Grove, all outreach is tailored to 
who you are and what you bring,” Johnson 
says.

In the church’s missionary work, the 
talents of each team member help determine 
the goals of each mission. For example, 
Johnson’s mission to Nigeria was focused 
on education and technology because that 
is what the members of his group were best 
able to contribute.

“We want every person to live their unique 
calling,” says Senior Pastor Dave Flaig. 
“There’s nothing more fun than serving God 
with people you love.”

Encounter. GroW. Live.

“�At Sun Grove, all outreach 
is tailored to who you are 
and what you bring.”Eric Johnson
Sun Grove member and high school physics teacher

Solar  
Suitcases  

Save Lives

At Sun Grove, the goal is to involve 
the entire congregation in global 
outreach efforts. Sun Grove individuals 
have founded two separate overseas 
nonprofit organizations. Efforts in 
places such as India, Nigeria and 
Kazakhstan include teaching English 
and building churches, medical clinics 
and community centers. Everyone is 
encouraged to share their time, talents 
or money. With so many ways to serve, 
it is easy to find that perfect fit.

Members can:

•	 �Join a short-term or long-term mission trip 
to unreached parts of the world. 

•	 �Provide practical assistance to help 
missionaries gather the resources and 
equipment they need.

•	 �Contribute financial donations to support Sun 
Grove’s mission work.

•	 Help create supplies for mission trips.

•	 �Offer prayer and support to someone in 
another country.

•	 �Send packages and letters to others around 
the world. a.c.

Global O u t r e ac hGlobal O u t r e a c h

We are spiritual 
contributors, not 

spiritual consumers.
The church does not exist for us.  

We are the church and we exist for the world.
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Top: Sunday service kicks off with live, contemporary worship music. Bottom: Senior Pastor Dave Flaig leads church members in a 
study of the Bible during Sunday service.
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T rue to its mission, Sun Grove Church 
offers an authentic place to encounter 
God, a place to grow in community and 

opportunities to live one’s calling by exercising 
one’s unique gifts and talents. Building 
relationships, with God and others, is at the 
heart of everything Sun Grove members do.

“It’s not about religion. It’s about 
relationships with the living God,” says Senior 
Pastor Dave Flaig.

Again and again, those who attend the 
ministries and programs at Sun Grove talk 
about the sense of community and support 
they’ve found. 

“You can just come as you are ... You don’t 
have to feel like you’re walking into a place 
that has a script. You’re warmly welcomed 
and you quickly find a place to belong, 
because you do,” Flaig says. “Sun Grove is so 
interested in letting people know that they’re 
important and they’re valuable.”

New people who visit Sun Grove often have 
an instant feeling of coming home, without 
knowing exactly what made the church feel so 
familiar, Flaig says.

 “The intangible thing that they were 
reaching for was that they were loved right 

where they are, and that the pretenses of 
religion are downplayed and the reality of 
relationship is exalted,” he says.

In addition to a welcoming atmosphere, 
Sunday services feature contemporary music, 
visual media and a casual environment — 
dressing up is not required! Sun Grove is also 
committed to utilizing the latest technology 
and social media to communicate the good 
news about Jesus Christ and how lives can be 
changed.  

“It’s not your momma’s church!” Flaig adds.
Find out for yourself what makes Sun Grove 

Church a place where members say they feel 
at home. Join Sun Grove soon for a service or 
meeting, or check out the website to plug into 
the amazing things happening at Sun Grove 
every day.

Plugged InPlugged InGet

What’s Going on at 

Sun Grove Church 
2285 Longport Court 
Elk Grove, California 95758 
916-691-6818

Sunday Services:
First Service 9:30 a.m.

Second Service 11 a.m.

XLR8 Grades 6 through 8:  11 a.m.

Momentum Grades 9 through 12: 11 a.m.

�SGKids  Classes for kids birth through 5th grade at 
9:30 and 11 a.m.

7:22 Young Adults Sundays 7 p.m.

Log on or come in to connect with Women’s Ministry, 
Community Small Groups, Celebrate Recovery, service 
opportunities and more.

Visit our website to watch a sermon, get podcasts, read 
our blogs, find a community group, sign up for our 
online community or find out more information.

Online at: sungrove.org

Email us at: office@sungrove.org

Follow us on Twitter: @SunGroveChurch

Visit us on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/#!/sungrovechurch

Watch us on: vimeo.com/sungrove

We will do anything 
short of sin to reach 

people who don’t 
know Christ.

To reach people no one is reaching,  
we’ll have to do things no one is doing.
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